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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 November 26, 2002 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Kasson, Whitehead, Balkema and Kramer. Absent: None. 
Also in attendance: Anne Ward, Don & Ann Elzinga, Phyllis Rose, and Larry A. Bolhuis. 
  
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
Motion by Whitehead/Balkema to adopt the agenda as presented. CARRIED Balkema/Kasson moved to 
approve the October 22, 2002 regular meeting minutes as presented. CARRIED  Whitehead/Bell moved to 
approve the October 31, 2002 election commission meeting minutes as presented.  CARRIED   
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
6. No Assessor report 
7. Fran reported that three appearance tickets are in the process of being resolved.  He also informed the 

Board that he had sent his third letter this year to Ralph Warning concerning problems at the 
Galesburg Speedway. 

8. Chuck reported that there were three applications for the at-large position on the Joint Fire Board.  He 
also informed the Board that Fire Chief Gary Allen had submitted his request to retire.  Chuck thanked 
Gary Allen for his dedicated service to the Fire Department and remarked that Gary worked hard for 
the good of the Department. Assistant Fire Chief Doug Smith will act as Fire Chief through December. 
 He, too, wishes to retire.  Chuck also said that Brenda Bishop has been able to make some 
arrangements and will continue as treasurer of the Fire Board. Whitehead/Balkema moved to accept 
the fire report for October. CARRIED 

   
CITIZEN TIME: 
Don Elzinga, as part of an ongoing investigation, informed the Board that he had done some checking 
about who owns the private roads North and South Pine Ayr and had discovered that the original owner of 
the property, Dr. Mc Donald, had deeded the roads to the township.  Mr. Elzinga requested that the 
Township ask the Road Commission to asphalt the entrances to North and South Pine Ayr when 38th Street 
is rebuilt. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

After some discussion on the issue, Balkema/Whitehead moved to critique the language in the City of 

Wyoming Hydrant Use Permit, adapt the application to fit Charleston Township, charge a $50 per day 
permit fee, and not charge a user fee.  CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

     a. Upon recommendation of the Planning Commission, Kasson/Whitehead moved to adopt       

Ordinance 127 rezoning property in Section 32 and related land use plan map amendment 
changing the zoning from AG-1 Exclusive to AG-2 General.  Roll Call Vote: Bell – Y, Kasson 
– Y, Balkema – Y, Whitehead – Y, and Kramer – Y.  CARRIED  

b. Kasson/Balkema moved to adopt a Resolution of Compliance with the New 

Telecommunications Rights-of-Way Law (“Metro Act” PA 48 2002). Roll Call Vote:  
Balkema – Y, Whitehead – Y, Kasson – Y, Kramer – Y, Bell – Y.  CARRIED 

c. Kasson/Whitehead moved to authorize the renewal of the contract with Kalamazoo County 
HHW Center in the amount of $1200.00 for 2003. CARRIED 

d. The Board reviewed a usage report from the Household Hazardous Waste Center.  Usage 
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increased by 10% over 2001. The Computer Drop Off was very successful. 
e. Captain Wally Kipp of the Kalamazoo County Sheriff Department did not appear at the Board 

meeting as scheduled to deliver his quarterly report. 

f. Kramer/Whitehead moved to adopt the Manulife Pension Plan “Gust” Amendment and 
Restatement Agreement.  CARRIED 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
Fran reported the resolution of a complaint by Wendy Nantz concerning timely responses to telephone 
messages.  Apparently, the problem was not with the township, but with an employee at a title company.  
Fran also indicated that Prein & Newhof would be holding an open house at their new office at 7123 
Stadium Drive on December 6, 2002 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  He submitted letters from the Kalamazoo 
County Road Commission that requested MDOT extend the widening of I-94 to include the highway 
between Sprinkle Road and I-69 in Calhoun County, and recently adopted traffic control orders that 
change the yield sign on Climax Drive at Miller to a stop sign.  Fran cautioned the Township Board that 
revenue sharing would probably be cut by at least 2.5% as the State struggles to balance its budget. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Year to Date receipts: $164,759.19, disbursements: $216,531.61, transfers to savings to general fund: 
($3,349.55), General fund balance: $38,809.81, Beginning balance was $93,931.78, Received since October 
Board meeting $28,218.80. Kasson/Balkema moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for November as received. 
CARRIED  Jim is going to check the amount of revenue sharing the township received last year and compare it 
to the amount we are receiving this year. 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
Don reported a meeting of the Landfill Committee and that at the ZBA meeting Steve Olweean had 
withdrawn his request for a variance in the face of certain rejection.  Jim has tax bills ready to go into the 
mail. Linda reported that the elections went well and the township had almost a 56% turnout.  Chuck 
indicated that Karen Wagar planned on attending the meeting on the Kalamazoo County Purchase of 
Development Rights Program Proposal.  He also said that he had attended the City of Galesburg meeting 
and had requested that they withdraw their request for annexation of the new high school.  Although the 
City declined to take any action, Chuck thought that the dialogue between the two governments would 
prove helpful in the future.  Fran informed the Board that the Trash Drop-Off was successful and extended 
thanks to Nelson Hiestand and Walt Kohnke for their help.  He also reported that the Township had paid 
the final bill for wetland mitigation involving the Target Project. 
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
Kasson/Balkema moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED  Jim questioned why the Clerk was entitled to be paid for working the 
election.  He thought that she shouldn’t be paid extra for doing what clerks do.  Linda said that the 
previous clerk had told her that a clerk who works the election is entitled to election inspector pay, but, at 
Jim’s request, she would check into the question. 
  
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
Kasson/Balkema moved to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


